
 

Response to 2012 Wheaton Small Business Survey Results 
Delivered by: Raymond Rose, Barbarian Comics 

Thanks 
The Coalition thanks the Wheaton Urban District Advisory Committee for the opportunity to respond to the 2012 Wheaton Small 

Business Survey Results. We appreciate that one of the key priorities of the committee for the upcoming year is to energize ties with 

local businesses. 

Areas of Concern 

 Parking 
o The loss of parking slated to occur during construction on Parking Lot 13 will lead to significant loss of business, 

threatening the livelihoods of small business owners.  

o Members of the Coalition first shared their concerns about parking in February 2011, and most recently, in our 

“Small Business Pledge” document shared with County Executive staff and Council members in May 2012. 

o This is why we strongly advocated for a comprehensive parking study, which was required by the Council as part of 

its May 24, 2012 vote approving the project. 

 Rents 
o Many businesses have to make decisions about whether to renew leases in 2013 and 2014 and are concerned 

about the affordability of rents. This is also a concern in the long-term once redevelopment is completed. 

 Security 
o We want Wheaton to be safe for business owners and our customers. During construction, we are concerned that 

pedestrian and business access will be impaired. 

Requests of Montgomery County and the Wheaton Urban District Advisory Committee 

 County: Create a Construction Mitigation Plan, including: 
o Adequate signage and a transition parking plan to help customers more easily access downtown Wheaton 

o Fully fund Bill 6-12, the County’s new Small Business Assistance Program 

o Marketing and public awareness plan/campaigns before, during, and after construction to inform public about 

changes and to raise visibility of Wheaton’s Urban District 

 County: Written Pledge for the Wheaton Community, including the Small Business Community 
o We ask the County for a written pledge outlining the County’s commitment to small businesses during the 

redevelopment of Wheaton, including the construction mitigation plan cited above 

 Wheaton Urban District Advisory Committee: Letter of Support to County Executive Ike Leggett 
o We ask the committee to share our concerns with County Executive Ike Leggett in the form of a letter in support of 

these requests to the County Executive.  

 

Conclusion 
At Barbarian Comics, we want to continue providing a quality service to our customers. With help, we are willing to prepare for 

redevelopment and improve what we do. We have a lot of word of mouth driving our business, but we want to learn how to market 

our business in a better way to position our business well. Thank you. 


